
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Happy birthday to you, Happy birthday to you 
It’s THIRTEEN for Kira! Happy birthday to you 

 One of the nicest phone calls of my life was on April 9, 
2005. I was tearing along the I-10 freeway, way over the speed 
limit, knowing your grandma and I needed to book a just-in-
case flight to Louisiana. But then she called me and said: 
“Slow down, Grandpa. Your beautiful granddaughter is 
already here.” 
 I was so stunned and happy I burst into tears and could 
hardly drive through the mist. By that night, I’d gone to Upper 
Room Church, preached a sermon, made a fool of myself 
bragging, gone to LAX, flown to New Orleans, rented a car, 
driven to Baton Rouge, and now was gazing into a NICU 
bassinet holding the world’s most amazing baby. 
 THE WORLD GOT MORE ELEGANT 
THAT BEAUTIFUL NIGHT. 
 We’ve had some awesome adventures since then, 
sweetie. I loved the Mexico cruise we shared, the zillion trips 
to Souplantation, the swimming pool parties, the games of 
Sorry, our walks to the donut shop when you visit us here in 
California, worshiping Jesus together at our two favorite 
churches: ours and yours. 
 And I especially love seeing you blossom into a beautiful 
young lady. Sometimes you’re funny and silly and a little bit 
weird, but that just proves we’ve got shared DNA. I splash 
your school pictures up on PowerPoint for my Valley classes 
and just want to holler for the world to hear: That’s my 
granddaughter! See? Awesome, huh? Most students can 
hardly comprehend that you’re related to me. Your grandma, 
sure. But Professor Smith? You kidding me? 
 It thrills me to know you will be such a fine adult. You 
honor your family by all your good choices. You honor God 
by choosing to love and serve him. And for sure, your 
Grandpa is amazed and hugely proud to know that the Smith 
family got a whole lot classier the moment you chose to join 
it. 
 I love you I love you!! Happy 13th birthday, sweetie. 
Grandpa 
 

 
 

Grace Tough As Nails 
Here’s some summer inspiration for those long afternoons 
after church and an awesome lunch! These 25 chapters will 
lock in your commitment to Calvary grace as the entire basis 
of our salvation confidence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All the Winning Numbers 
Sue Baines is terrified of hospitals, scalpels, needles, 
EVERYTHING MEDICAL! Especially those needles. All at 
once, she’s on the hook to be a bone marrow donor for a kid 
she absolutely loathes. And curses – Gino is the son of the 
man she loves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
of two missionary oldsters falling head over heels in love . . . 
and for Sue, it’s really her first-ever romantic adventure.  
 FYI: this novel is rather autobiographical. I was a 
marrow donor back in March of 2000. I was initially scared to 
death. Then, as God’s perfect plan was revealed, it turned into 
literally the most thrilling adventure of my life. I’d love to 
hear your reactions to our third book. 
 Remember: you can purchase Rachel Marie books in 
both print and e-book formats at Amazon.com! Summer 
reading on your Kindle or other reading device is a rock-
bottom $2.99! 
 

  
YOU ARE SUCH AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE 
READING COMMUNITY! Your honest book reviews – even 
a quick two sentences – inform readers just like you about 
know when a story has encouraged you, strengthened your 
faith, expanded your spiritual horizons. Please do take just 
those few moments to let others know what you think of the 
books you read. 
 Along with Amazon, I hope you’ll add these growing 
book services to your review list: 
 

www.goodreads.com 
www.bookbub.com 

  
 
 

Bump, Set, Love 
WATCH OUT, ‘cause Chloe Gainsborough is a ferocious 
spiker, and also the heroine of Book #4, which we promise 
will be out for your summer reading pleasure! Bump, Set, Love 
begins in London, but soon takes this confused young 
volleyball star to Thailand for her final year of college. How 
does she get involved with the high school girls of Bangkok 
Christian School? Why does the lead attacker on her own 
university team inexplicably despise Chloe? And for sure, 
what is she doing saying yes to date invitations from Benjie 
Cey, BCS’s rumpled, splotched-tie, always-losing-his-keys 
atheist chemistry teacher? Let the games begin . . . 
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 I promise you’ll enjoy All the 
Winning Numbers, our third install-
ment in the Bangkok series of love 
stories. Sue Carington is 55 (think Judi 
Dench), and Dr. Carington is a 
hulking, funny Aussie physician (think 
Mr. Clean). 
 She’s drafted out to Asia as a fill-
in principal at Bangkok Christian 
School. Early readers love the drama 
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